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EXTRACTS, Ge. 


For taki ng Amboor by 8 tratagem. 


SIR, Ghoriative, 7th March, 1 767. 


FT ER bearing the falute of three guns this 
I morning, I waited with great impatience till 1 
received your letter about five this evening, 


It is very full and fatisfatory, and you have ma- 
naged the — of oo etting a footing in the fort in the 
manner I expected from your prudence and good con- 
duct, which [ — will one day carry you to the exe - 


cution of higher * and in a more conſpicu- 
ous ma | 


Dear Sim, 
Your very obedient Servant, 
To Capt. Calvert, JOHN CALL: 


The following are Extracts from Letters ſent Capt. 
Calvert, which will ſerve as teſtimonies of his abilities 
in diſciplining and Conducting the ſepoys under his 


command, by which they became a pattern to the 


reſt, and formidable to che enemy, all of Which were 
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prlor to the defence of Amboor. The following was 
on their firſt trial, on real ſervice, about ſix months 
from their firſt being raiſed, 


SIR, Frets, 10th June, 1767. 


FAST night I received yours of the 6th inſt. from 
the camp near Kiſtnagherry, I am fo pleaſed with 
the behaviour of the Jemedar, as you repreſent it, that 
you may depend on it I ſhall not forget to uſe all my 


_ Intereſt to promote him; and l ſhall write both to Co- 


lonel Smith and Colonel Tod concerning him. 


I always expected your ſepoys would behave well 
from their excellent diſcipline, and I am more and more 
confirmed that by attention and fair dealing with them, 
the ſepoys may be brought to great perfection, and 
made much ſuperior to what they have been ; I ſhall 
therefore give every encouragement in my power to 
induce the officers who command them to exert 
themſelves in order to give ſepoys the greater. confi- 
dence, and make them really more formidable: 


1 have a ſcheme in view of allotting to each bat- 
talion two very light ſhort three-pounders braſs field- 
pieces, of which we have twelve rhis year arrived, and 
expect altogether forty of them. Theſe guns to be 
'worked by two men from a company under the 
command of one European gunner, to have one 
tumbrel with two hundred rounds beſides ſixty rounds 
in the boxes. When this is effected, and all our ſepoys 
armed with good muſquets and bayonets, and diſci- 
plined as well as yours, I think we ſhall haye nothing 
8 | 8 bat 
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to fear from any enemy in India. You may be aſſured 
of my remembering your requeſt, and that 


Your very obedient Servant, 


70 Captain Calvert. JOHN CALL, 


. Madraſs, tb Jah, 1767. 


] Have received your Letter of the iſt inſtant, and 
ſhall take care that your battalion has two of the 
ort guns now fitting out for the ſepoys ; there are 
four ready with their tumbrels, and that there may be 
no diſpute about them, the carriages ſhall be marked 
with the number of the battalion they are intended for. 


The readineſs your ſepoys ſhewed to offer them- 
ſelves, and their exact diſcipline and gallant behaviour, 
has gained you no ſmall Reputation here, and them 
much applauſe, I hope the 1ſt battalion have ere this 
had men at practice, and that their right to the pieces 
will be founded on abilities rather then ſeniority. 


I am glad the Jemedar, who behaved fo gallantly, 
is prefered, Colonel Tod wrote to me on this fubject, 


and acknowledged the Nh pretenſjons of your bat- 
talion. 


If you can once in ſpire them with a contempt for 
horſe, and an Idea of their own ſtrength, from the 
exactneſs of their diſcipline, -: and the compactneſs of 
their form, and mutual dependence on each other, 


a battalion 


3 


a battalion will be ſufficient to beat ten times their 
number of any country forces. | | 


1 am, S1R, 
Your very humble Servant, 


Captain Catvert. Nt 10 H N U ALL. 


| Anſwer to the forgeoing : 
SIR | 


Have been honoured with yours of the qth inſt. 
1 I thank you for the aſſurance you give me of 
having two of the three-pounders to my battalion. 
You may be aſſured it gives me great pleaſure to find 
the behaviour on ſervice hath turned out fo much 
to the advancement of my reputation and their ap- 
Plauſe. The real ſatisfaction I have had in ſeeing 
them behave well has very amply rewarded me for 
all the pains I have taken with them. Since their 
firſt being formed it has been my conſtant endeavour 
10 inſpire them with a mutual confidence and depen- 
dence on each other, and à contempt of horſe; and 1 
make not the leaſt doubt were they tried in the open 
field their behaviour would convince me the pains ! 
have taken has not been thrown away. 


I am, $1 8 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


John Call, Eſq; Com- 


eraſer Gita MATTHIAS CALVERF. 


Ver | 
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Very ſhortly after this they were tried againſt horſe 
at the battle of Shangamah, where they were particu- 
larly honoured by marching in front of our army, and 
on being thrown into a column by Capt. Calvert, 
forced a paſſage through the enemy, who had then 
ſaronnded them; and again the ſame day were 
charged by ſix thouſand horſe, and were again thrown 
into the ſaid column, and twice received the charge of 
the cavalry, and as often diſperſed them. The third 
attempt-of the cavalry was very faint, the battalion 
then being ſupported by one commanded by Capt. 
Cook, who was ſent to their aſſiſtance. Next day 
Gen. Smith thanked Capt Calvert and the battalion 
for their ſervices done in that battle, and ſuch confi- 
dence did he place in them, that he took Capt: 
Calvert and them, with the European cavalry, to 
ſcour the road (being full of Hyder-Ally's forces) 
from thence to Trenomille, Soon after another bat« 
tle was fought there, where Capt. Calvert's battalion _ 
ſuffered very much from a cannonade, himſelf wound 
ed by cannon ſhot. 


The following Extracts proceeded from what Col. 
Smith had faid of the behaviour of Capt. Calvert's 
battalion in thoſe actions. | 


Dear S18, 
Y the accounts I had of your wound from my- 


friend Mackay, and others, I am extreamly glad 
to find that you have eſcaped fo well, and that it will 


not be. attended with any bad conſequences to your 


health, - 
| It 
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. It affords me real pleaſure the good character that 
Col. Smith gives of your officers and men; it was no- 
thing but what I withed and expected from them. 


X 9 
N 


I am, dear St n, 
Fort St. George, Your obedient humble Servant, 
O. 16, 1767. DONALD CAMPBELL. 


| Madraſs, 16 OZober, 1767. 
"0 1. 3 mY 


Olonel Smith hath given me ſuch a character of 

your battalion of ſepoys, that I am fully confirm'd 
in the good opinion I had entertained of them ; nay 
more, he acknowleges that in diſcipline, they equal, 
it not exceed, the Europeans. Thinking that you 
might chuſe to be at Vellour during the rains, and 
being alſo deſirous that you might there recruit your 
battalion, was the reaſon that you were ordered 


thither in preference to any other. As ſoon as ever 


the rains are over, and the camp equipage is repaired, 
and the ſepoy battalions recruited, the army will 
again take the field. About the end of December it 
is propoſed that Colonel Smith ſhall have 8 battalions 
of ſepoys, two of which are to be Bengalers, and that 
two battalions ſhall be ftationed at. Conjeveram, or 
thereabouts, to protect the country if neceflary ; alſo 
that two other battalions ſhall be ſtationed at Tiagair 
Wandiwaſh, or where-ever it may appear that the 
enemy are moſt likely to make an incurſion. Now if 
you chuſe to have your battalion ope of theſe ſo ſta- 
| tioned, let me know, and I will endeavour to manage 
agreeable to your wiſh ; or if the campaign ſhould 
| | 55 
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not be ſo briſk as I imagine, you may depend on my 


uſing my intereſt to get you and your battalion placed 
in a manner that may be agreeable. . 


* am, 8 1 R, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


JOHN CALL; 


Wy S. I am glad to hear you eſcaped ſo well. 
[Capt. Calvert was then wounded.]J 


Anſwer to the foregoing : | 
SIX. Vellour 18th October, 1767; 


Was honoured with yours of the 16th this morn- 
ing. I thank you moſt ſincerely for the informa- 
tion you have given me concerning the intended diſ- 
poſition of the ſepoys for the enſuing campaign. I 
ſhall be glad to have my battalion ſtationed at any of 
the places you have mentioned; but if conſiſtent with 
the good of the ſervice, I ſhould prefer being at Wan- 
diwaſb, Tiagair, or any where about that part of the 
country. My reaſons are theſe—ſhould the enemy 
viſit the Carnatic : again, it is moſt probable it will 
be in that quarter, and I may poſſibly have an oppor- 
tunity of falling in with ſome of them, by which 
means I may have it in my power to do the 
Honourable Company a ſignal piece of ſervice, which 
I do aſſure you would give me great pleaſure ; but as 
I cannot ſee fo clearly into theſe things as you, nor 
can I be ſo good a judge * what is beſt for wr 
WS 5 * C 
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ſelf, I inerefore leave the whole to you, as I am con- 
vinced you will ſtation me where it will be to my ad- 
vantage if the ſervice will admit of it, the good of 
which I have always at heart. 


I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


MATTHIAS CALVERT. 


Immediately after this Capt. Calvert was ſent to 
Amboor. His ſervices there ſufficiently prove he ful- 
filled what he had faid in the aforegoing anſwer. The 
defence of that place produced the following : 


To CAPTAIN CALVERT. 
Fort St. George, Dec. 16th, 1767. 


Muſt, Sir, on this occaſion give you the ſincereſt 
J teſtimonies of the great ſatisfaction the firm and re- 
ſolute defence of Amboor has afforded me; it has been 
a ſervice of importance to the Company, and to the 
garriſon, and particularly to him that commanded a 
fervice of great honour and reputation. In theſe ſen- 
timents I hope you will conclude that I ſhall ever have 
the eſteem for you that your ſervices merit; and that 

I am, with great Regard, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
CHARLES BOURCHIER. 
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A N 8 E R. 
Honourable SIR, 


] Have been honoured with yours of the 16th, but 
want words ts expreſs the pleaſure I feel in having 
done the Honourable Company the ſervice you are 
pleaſed to expreſs. „„ 
I thank you moſt ſincerely for the honour you have 
done me, and am bound by the many inſtances I 
have met with of your friendſhip to be thoroughly 
convinced of your readineſs to ſerve me; and under 
the protection of ſo much goodneſs, what fervice can 
be ſo hard that may not be gone through with the 
greateſt chearfulneſs, as the very hopes of having one's 
actions approved of by good men are ſufficient to in- 
ſpire a man with great ones, and is a conſtant ſupport 
under the fatigues of them? This I ſpeak from ex- 
perience, and the feelings of my own 2 It was 
this which carried me through the fatigues of the ſiege; 
but your kind letter has much exceeded my hopes, or 
moſt ſanguine wiſh, from which ariſes that pleaſing 
inward ſatisfaction, which I muſt leave to your con- 
ception, knowing your heart ſuſceptible of every 
friendly virtue, by which you will feel what I do, 
but cannot deſcribe. | e 
I can only ſay, that I will endeavour to preſerve 
the good opinion you have of me, and with that de- 
termined reſolution, I remain, | 


7 Honourable Sis, 


Your much obliged 
And moſt obedient humble Servant, ? 


M. CALVERT. 
B 2 N 
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To Captain Calvert commanding at Anboor. 
81 R, 


TE have W your letter of the 1 3th inſtant.— 
The ſpirited and gallant defence of the Fort of 
Amboor by you and your fepoys affords us the high- 
eſt ſatisfaction, and for which we requeſt you will ac- 
cept our thanks, and acquaint Enſign Barton, the 
commandant moodenſaib, and the ſepoys as well as 
the ſerjeant, whom you mention to have behaved 
well, with the ſenſe we have of their ſervices; and as 
we are glad of any opportunity of encouraging merit, 
we. propoſe diftinguiſhing your battalien by the name 
of the Amboor battalion, and that it ſhall henceforth 
carry colours ſuitable to the occaſion ; and we deſire 
you will 'give-all or ſuch of them as appear moſt de- 
ſerving certificates of their behaviour, and we ſhall 
not fail taking every opportunity of promoting them. 
We moreove r purpoſe making them a ſuitable re- 
compence, and deſire you will tranſmit to us an exact 
liſt of ſuch as remained with you during the ſiege, as 
well as of thoſe Dn were killed or wounded. 


We eonſent to | the commandant moodenſaib being 
allow'd a palanquin agreeable to your recommenda- 
tion. We had, purpoſed making him a preſent of a 
gold medal as a more diſtinguiſhing mark of his gal- 
lantry ; however if he gives the preference to having 
a Palanquin, we ſhall readily grant him that indulgence. 


The caution you took in ſecuring the Killidar with 
his adherents was certainly both prudent and neceſſary, 
a 


63905 


as it is improper he ſhould remain any longer at Am- 
boor. The Nabob has deſired he may be ſent to 
Vellour, and delivered to the charge of the Nabob's 
manager there; you will therefore ſend him with all 
ſuch as you have any cauſe to he ſuſpicious of under 
a ſtrong guard to Vellour, and acquaint the com- 
manding officer that they are to be delivered over to 
the of care the Nabob's manager, and adviſe us when 
you ſend them. 


We are, Six, 


Tour moſt obedient Servants, 


CHARLES BOUR CHIER, 
SAMUEL ARDLEY, 
JOHN ' CALL, 
GEORGE STRATTON, 
GEORGE DAWSON, © 
JAMES BOURCHIER, 
GEORGE 'MACKAY. 


This is the Killidar who attempted to murder Capt. 
Calvert and give up the Fort to Hyder-Ally. 


G neral Joſeph Smith perſonally thanked Captain 
Calvert at the head of the army before Amboor for 
his gallant defence of that place. 


As a farther proof of the Killidar's ks beſides 
attempting to murder Capt. Calvert, and deliver up 
the Fort of Amboor to Hyder-Ally, Capt. Calvert 
found the letters which had been ſent by Hyder-Al ly 


te 
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to the Killidar, and the Copies of thoſe ſent by him 
to Hyder-Ally, who ſent them to the Governor, and 
he, in the following -manner, acknowledges the 
receipt of them. | 


Fort St. George, 19th February, 1768, 


Have received your ſeveral letters of 21ſt, 28th, 
zoth and 3 iſt of December, and 3d of February, 
with the Perſian letters you found from Hyder-Ally 
to Mookliſs Cawn, the Killidar, and I approve of your 
having ſent them to me, and the Killidar to Vellour, 


| 8 1 , 
Lour very obedient humble Servant, 


CHaRLESs BOURCHIER, 
Capt. Calvert command- 
ing at Amboor. 


* 


If the following does not ſtand on record, Mr. 
Bourchier will teſtify, if aſked, that Capt. Calvert 
fent him Hyder-Ally's letter, wherein he offered 
Capr. Calvert a large ſum of money to give up the 
Fort of Amboor; to march out with the Honours of 
War and join the Engliſh, or to join him; and be- 
fides the Sum offered to give up the Fort, he would 
give him the command of one halt of his infantry, with 
pay and allowances to a conſiderable amount monthly 


3 The 
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This offer was not made till the Kiltidar had failed 
in the attempt to murder him, and that three practi- 
cable breaches were made, He was in want of Am- 
munition, being obliged to make ſhot out of pieces of 
the enemy's which had been fired againſt him 
and ſplit againſt the wall; a very ſmall quantity of 
proviſions in the place, not the leaſt communication 
with or intelligence of the Engliſh army, as the place 
was not only beſieged, but blockaded alſo. . Out of 
twenty-two Europeans he had in the garriſon, twenty- 
one of them came to him and begged he would give 
up the Fort, as they thought it impoſſible to maintain 
it any longer, being worn out with fatigue. Not- 
withſtanding theſe temptations and difficulties, Capt. 
Calvert, well knowing the bad conſequence which 
muſt attend the Company's affairs if the place fell into 
the enemy's hands (it being a barrier to the Carnatic) 
he therefore, with ſcorn and indignation as became 
an honeſt man, refuſed Hyder-Ally's offers, and bid 
him defiance in ſevere and expreſſive terms, and 
threatened that if he ſent him another letter on the 
ſubject, he would hang the man who brought it. This 
muſt ſtand on your records. 


S I R,  Maaraſs, 19th Dec. 1767. 


Do not recolle&t any event for ſome time that hath 

given me more ſatisfaction then your defence of 
Amboor: It will always do you honour. The be- 
haviour of your ſepoys hath fully anſwered my ex- 
pectation of them, and I immediately confidered of 
ſome laſting diſtinction to commemorate their gallantry. 
The governor and council have told you what they 
propoſe to do, and I will take care the colours hg 


i 


— properly in order to remember you all. 
_T wiſh you continuance of health and addition of re- 
e being, 


Dear SIR, 
Your very obedient Servant, 


To Capt. Calvert, J OHN CAL L 


The following extracts from letters ſent Capt. Cal- 
vert, on a mixture of political and military affairs he 
had tranſacted during his command at Amboor after 
the ſiege. Knowing the governor and council pro- 
poſed carrying the war into the Myſore country, and 
being obliged to march by the way of Kiſtnagherry, 
and that place holding out ſo long, retarded all their 


meaſures, made him think of a ſcheme of getting a paſ- 


ſage immediately out of the Carnatic into the Myſore 
country through the hills and woods of Charcull, or 
Pedanaigdurgham, knowing that Hyder-Ally had 
many bullock loads of rice came that way to the ſiege 
of Amboor, the great difficulty in getting to examine 
theſe paſſes, as they were impenetrable without the 
conſent of the Polligar, whoſe country it was, and 
who was in the intereſt of Hyder-Ally, and had been 
with him againſt Amboor. 
However to gain this point, Capt. Calvert formed 


a correſpondence with him, and took every method in 


his power to gain his good opinion, by fair treating his 
ſubjects, who were cloſe neighbours to Amboor, and 
doing them every ſervice in his power. By theſe 
means he got the Polligar's conſent to examine the 


paſſes, being the firſt European ever in thoſe parts, 
and 
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and afterwards his leave to repair and widen them; 

and himſelf and his troops joined him and went with 
him to meet their army, who had taken Kiftnagherty, 
and marched into the Myſore country. Afrer 
having communicated theſe matters to General Smith, 
Colonel Campbell, and the field deputies, Mr. Call, 
and Mr. Mackay, he was ſent back that way to Am- 
boor to fetch powder and ſhot; &c. through the paſs, 
which he did, and took an engineer with him to far- 
ther examine the paſs. He has mentioned this mat- 
ter at large, being a thing of great conſequence to the 
Company's affairs, as it was a ſhort and ſafe paſſage, 
where their heavy cannon, and every thing for the 
whole army, afterwards paſſed and repaſſed withous 
the leaſt moleſtation, 


— 


Boodlcattab, 28th June, 146 8, 


To CAPTAIN CALVERT. 


T7 gave me great pleaſure that in paſſing from Van« 
ketygherrie to Amboor you had taken Pedanaig- 
durgham, and that you found the road ſo practicable, 
It will afford me fill more ſatis faction if, on farther 
examination in your return, it appears practicable for 
heavy guns, or even for field pieces. It will be a great 
* of diſtance and time ſhould it be found to be 
0, | 


1 ain San, 
Your very obedient Servant, 


JOHN CALL 
C 


ol (18) 
Camp Joguleagaſty, 19th June, 1568, 
Dear Calvert, Five o'Clock, P. ML 


Have received your note informing me that you 
have got poſſcfſion of Pedanaigdurgham, for 
which I am obliged to you. I marched this morning 
from Vankatygherrie, and am encamped within ſeven 
or eight miles of Mulewakel. What I would have 
you do is to join me with the powder, &c. from 
Amboor as ſoon as you poſlibly can by the neareſt 
and ſafeſt road, leaving as many people at Pedanaig- 
durgham as you think ſufficient to defend it until the 
Killidar of Satgur ſends ſepoys to take poſſeſſion of it. 
I wrote him a letter for that purpoſe, 


And am, Dear Calvert, 
Your's very ſincerely, 
DONALD CAMPBELL; 
Colonel, and then ſecond in 
command at Madraſs. 


f 


Camp at Mulewakel, 20th June, 1768. 
t Dear Calvert, _ : ; 
; Y OUR letter dated yeſterday reached me early this 


morning. I am much pleaſed with your account 
of 
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of the Charcull-road, and it ſhall be my care that 
Shawſaib gives the Polligar no trouble. I have got 
poſſeſſion of the Pettah and lower Fort of Mulewakel ; 
the rock however will require more time and am- 
munition to reduce it than I chuſe to beſtow upon it 
at preſent, and as the lower fort has a good rampart 
and towers, I propoſe leaving you with your ſix com- 
panies and two guns in it; you will therefore march 
hither with every thing you have got as faſt as poſſible, 
and you will from time to time give all the protection 
in your power to ſupplies coming to me at Colar. L 
will take meaſures for keeping the communication 
open with you, and in all probability you will hear 
daily from me. I ſhall moſt likely march to-morrow 
morning, and leave Lieutenant Auſtin here with all 
that he has of your battalion ; and unleſs the intelli- 
gence 1 receive from Colar makes me alter my inten- 
tion, I will alſo leave a battalion to wait your arrival 
in order to bring on whatever you may have with you. 


I am, Dear Calvert, 
Your's moſt ſincerely, 


DONALD CAMPBELL: 


Dear Calvert, 20th at Five o Clock. 


' Wrote you a ſhort letter at noon, and I have now 
come to a reſolution of marching to-morrow, and of 
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leaving Capt. Matthews with his battalion to receive 
from you the powder, &c. but as I would wiſh that 
he ſhould overtake me to-morrow night, I have to 
requeſt that you will contrive by all means to be here 
before or at noon. There is on the outſide of the 
Pettah-wall, and cloſe to the foot of the rock, a 
Pagoda, of which I have taken poſſeſſion. When 
you have examined it, you may deſtory or ſtrengthen 
it juſt as you judge moſt eligible. You will ſend by 
Capt. Matthews all the cattle you can ſpare out of 
your ſtock, | 3 


J am, Dear Calvert, 


LOT 
4 


1 | Your's ſincerely, 


* DONALD CAMPBELL; 


Upon receipt of the above Capt. Calvert made a 
forced march (Lieut. Montrizore of the engineers was 
with him, having been ſent with him to examine the 
paſs) and a little before noon, agreeable to Col. Camp- 
bell's requeſt, had reached very near Mulewakel, he 
was attacked by near two thouland of the enemy's 
horſe, but the aſſiſtance given him by Capt. Mat- 
they enabled him to get to the little 1 mentioned 
by Col. Campbell, with the ſtores and proviſions he 
had with him, Inſtead of diſpatching Capt. Matthews, 
who was very preſſing to go, he ſaw it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to detain him. He immediately reconnoiter'd 
this ponderous rock: its baſes was about five miles 
round and mounted up to the clouds in the 
ſhape of a ſugar loaf, the top of which was formed 


by 
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by nature into an octagon. It was a ſolid rook for 
thirty yards at leaſt before one reached the top, and 
then a good ſtone wall. | | 


From good intelligence he was informed they had 
| ſeven hundred men within To ſtarve them out was 
impoſſible from the ſmallneſs of his number, and the. 
great diſtance round it. To attempt any thing by 
force would be imprudent to the laſt degree. He 
was informed they ſent two ſubadars into the Car- 
natic to raiſe recruits; that they were in expectatio 
of their daily arrival. He got the names of the ſuba- 
dars, and what part of the country they muſt come 
through to come to Mulewakel. Upon this he formed 
a ſcheme of introducing two hundred of his own brave 
men into the fort in the name of their recruits, 
knowing well if once in poſſeſſion of the gate-way, 
they would defend themſelves againſt ſeven hundred 
till they were ſupported, and this he effected in the 
following manner: he wrote a letter to the command- 
ing officer in the fort as from his two ſubadars, tel- 
ling him that they had not only completed their com- 
panies, but knowing it was dangerous to march with- 
out arms, the Englith being in the country, they there- 
fore had purchaſed arms from the Dutch at Negapat- 
nam, and had given draughts on Hyder-Ally for 
the payment, that they were then arrived at ſuch a 
place, about ſix miles from the fort, but durſt not 
proceed farther for fear of falling into the hands of 
the Engliſh not knowing exactly what ſide of the 
fort they lay upon, but if he would ſend an anſwer 
by the bearer of this, letting them know what fide of 
the hill to come on, what hour of the night, and to 


* 


have 


(2) 

have guides waiting at the place he ſhould appoint 
to conduct them up the hill, they would moſt aſſured- 
ly come. He ſent this by a truſty man which he 
had often tried at Amboor, and whom he was obliged 
to lett into the ſecret, He ſet off, and having a letter 
for the Killidar, or commanding. officer, the centinels 
and out-guards paſſed him into the fort. It anſwered 
to his Wiſh, — the bate was ſwallowed by the Killidar, 
and he ſent him an anſwer full of joy at the thoughts 


of his recruits being ſo near, appointed the part of the 
hill, and two o lock 1 in the morning to be the hour. 


As Hooks: as Capt. Calvert under ſtood the letter, he 
fent for Capt. Matthews, and communicated to him 
his plan, and the ſucceſs he had ſo far met with. He 
ſeemed at firſt not much to like it, as there appeared 
to him many difficulties not eafily to be overcome, 
that the ſepo D being regularly cloathed, whereas their 
recruits could not be fo. Capt: Calvert foreſaw this 
rom the firſt, and knew what to do. The Nabob 
had three or four hundred ſepoys which.came up with 
him that day, whoſe coats, &c. were of all colours, 
and fit for the purpoſe. About one hundred and 
fifty of his ſepoys, and fifty of Capt, Matthews's, all 
picked men, were ordered to ſtrip — change cloath- 
ing with the Nabob's ſepoys. I hey were ſoon 588 


perly equipped; 


Capt. Calvert's commandant was to reprefent the 
oldeſt of their ſubaJars, being very like him, fo went 
firſt, and was ſpokeſman, and Capt. Matthews's com- 
mandant, repreſented the other ſubadar, and brought 
up the rear. The command of the whole party he 
gave to Capt. Matthews; who ſoon epuipped * 

C 
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ſelf in a Moorman's dreſs, and blacked his face = th 
burned cork, Lieut. Broomſel Hurſk and Lieut, | 
Montrizore did the ſame. 3 


Capt. Calvert ordered four companies of ſepoys in 
their proper dreſs to be ready with two light guns. 
All things being ready, and time for them to move, he 
ſent his truſty man, who had been ſhewn the place 
they were to come to, with the recruits, and he, 
with Lieut. Clark, took the four companies and two 
guns, and at ſome diſtance followed, as if they had 
received intelligence of thoſe recruits coming, and 
that they were marching to intercept them; ſo far ta 
deceive, but with intent to come to the ſame place when 
they had aſcended the hill. That in caſe of a diſcovery 
either to ſupport or cover the retreat as occaſion 
might require, his orders to Capt. Matthews, 
was in Caſe of admittance into the gate to ſecure the 
Killidar, and all that came. to ſee their entrance, and 
to threaten them with immediate death if the Kil- 
lidar did not give orders for the whole garriſon to lay 
down their arms. In caſe of his compliance to beat 
the grenadiers march (for which purpoſe a drummer 
went in the rear) as a ſignal of ſucceſs in every re- 
ſpe& ; but in caſe of refuſal and refiſtance to beat the 
aſſembly and defend themſelves and the gateway 
till he came to their aſſiſtance with more men; but 
in caſe of a diſcovery on the outſide, but near the 
gate, to beat a point of war, and attempt to eſcalade 
(as he had ſent two ladders for that purpoſe in the 
rear of the whole) and that they ſhould be aſſiſted as 
before; but in caſe of a diſcovery before they came 
near the gateway, to beat a retreat, and do ſo, and 
they ſhould be covered by the guns. Thus he 
thought kimſelf prepared for the worſt; but no 
R 2 8 f ſooner 
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fooner did the ſuppoſed recruits appear near the foot 
of the hill, but a guide met them, and told them to 


make all the haſte they could, as he had ſeen a great 


number of the Engliſh with guns marching after 
them; ſo he hurried them up the hill as faſt as poſſible. 
The gates were opened, and they marched in, and 

ut in practice his firſt orders, the latter part of which 
was immediately complied with by the Killidar. 


Thus, gentlemen, he gained this important place 
without ſpilling one drop of blood on either fide. 
The Killidar expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at his method 
and ſucceſs, but ſaid he had rather been taken ſo by 
him than any other officer in the army, as he had 
baffled both the Nezam, and Hyder Ally at Amboor, 
it was no wonder he ſhould outwit him. 


The foregoing has the appearance of romance, but 


it is a real fact. Soon after he joined the army, and 
in a little time after that place fell again into the e- 
nemy's hands, your records will inform what a num- 


ber of brave officers and ſoldiers you loſt in the at- 


tempt to retake it under the command of Colonel 
Wood. | [4 


After taking proper methods to ſecure the place, 
the ſame day he ſent Capt. Matthews and his batta- 
lion to join Col. Campbell, with an account of what 
he had done, who wrote him the following letter : 


8 Camp before Colar, 25th June, 1768, 
Dear Sr, | 


Had this morning the pleaſure to receive your two 
letters of the ſame date, and congratulate you on 


- 


— 
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the ſucceſs of the plan againft Mule wakel-Hill, which 
will render your ſtay there unneceſſary any longer 
than until the Nabob appoints a proper perſon to take 


charge of it; and I perſwade myſelf you will while you 


remain uſe all the means in your power to encourage 
the inhabitants to return to o their N 


* | 0 Am, do 81 K. 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


DONALD CAMPBELL. 


In a Letter from the Honourable the Court 


of Directors to the Preſident and Council 


of Fort St. George, dated 7th of en 
1769, 


age 22, are pleaſed to expreſs themſelves in this 


M anner: 


rion you have confered on that battalion. 


After this diſtinguiſhed — of ſervices, Capt. 
Calvert was ſo unfortenate as to have a charge laid 
D 


YAptain Calvert's gallant conduct in the defence of 
"68 has given us a very favourable opinion 
of him, and we are well pleaſed at the marks of diſtinc- 


1 
br 
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againſt him, by the vackeels of the battalion he com- 
manded of having drawn pay and. batta for ſepoys, 
not entertained therein; being conſcious of his in- 
nocence, at his own requeſt was tried by a Court 
Martial, and upon the - poſitive, though falſe and 
malicious evidence of the vackeels, was diſmiſſed the 
ſervice, though it is plain he never ſigned one ſingle 
return, by which the vackeels drew the pay, as it was 
not then cuſtomary for the officers commanding bat- 
talions to do it. 1 * 


Can you then ſuppoſe that any man, whoſe character 
ſtood in the faireſt point of view on one ſide, were 
ſtamped principles of morality, ſoberiety, honour and 
honeſty, ſcorning to do a baſe action?3⁷  . 7? 


&# .# > * 7 am. 


On the other fide, bred in the army from ſixteen 
years of age, whoſe merits and abilities as an officer, 
were greatly extoled, being honoured and efteemed 
by the governor and council and the commander in 
chief abroard. The good opinion the Honourable 
the Court of Directors were pleaſed to expreſs of him 
at home, from this great hopes of future honours and 
advantages ſtood conſpicuous to view. Can it then be 
imagined that a man thus ſituated would wilfully 

throw away all, and make himſelf as it were an Out- 
caſt of Socicty for the ſum 196 L.---which is all 
that ſtands againſt him, and what the vackeels falſly 
ard maliciouſly ſwore to? e 


Statement 


Statement os the be made from falſe Returns in the 7e Amount ' || The Aout * Difference” 5 > 
Amboer or 14th Battalion of Sepoys for the Months ſpecified a, per as per | r 
| hereunder according to the Vackcels Abſtracts. 5 ö Mater . Pay Rells. || Owercharged. 1 
: ants C f. February, M4 ” A FJ Fi | CM 
Commandants Company for anuary e RY arch, April an | | S | 
May 1768, - ] 7 : - 833 33] 957 2 123018 
Veneata Chillum Company for Fanuary and Aus: —_— 290|28] || 258|36|. || 68] 8 


Latcherams Company, + ditto —_ 294|26]| || 254] 6] ||. 59 22 
Cann Saibs ditto - ditto = ditto - = 312136 366 Jo 53/360 


Ram Naicks ditto ditto ditto - = 2863240] 3383 3103940 
Shek Baſs's ditto ditto = ditto - = || 27615 35505 4 | 82ſ21] _ 
„55 Pagodas 22 40 27 21 9 1 8]40 
beak „ "ors . George, 2 2 E 
3 25th Ju, I 769, Erorrs excepted, 
A true Copy, per JohN CALL, Com. Gen. 


J. M. SToxe, Secretary, 


PR Eccived into the Honourable Company's Caſh the Sum of Pag. 
439: 18:40 from Captain Matthias Clavert, being the Amount 
of the Overcharge above ſpecified, but what he declairs never to 
have received. 

Fort St. George, 21// Auguh I 769. W. M. Gcopr ap, Sectenry. 


EE} (3) 

© Your records and theſe Extracts have informed you 
of Captain Calvert's having refuſed Hyder-Alley's 

great offers; he does not pretend to plead any merit 
| ee that, as it was his duty to refuſe it, but he may 


draw this inference from it, a man who would not 
take a bribe of 15,000 rupees, would ſcarcely go and 
wilfully ſtate your accounts wrong to bring into 
his pocket 176 C. It ls fo inconſiſtent with the princi- 
les of mankind, that he flatters h iſelf no one will 
believe it. 5 1 | 


His health was ſo much impaired by his wounds 
and the fatigues he had undergone of ten years ſervice 
in India, he was obliged to return to England, there- 
fore did not make application to the honourable the 
governor and council to be reſtored, otherways he has 
many reaſons to believe they would have dane it im- 
mediately ; but ſome time before he embarked he re- 
queſted they would recommend him to the Hon, 
Court of Directors, that he might have their teſtimony 
to ſupport his application in caſe he recovered his 

health, and they did recommend him in the follow- 
ing manner : | 


* Altho* we can ſay nothing in extenuation of the 

- crime of which Capt. Calvert has been diſmiſſed the 
{ervice, yet his general good conduct in other reſpects 

as an officer juſtly intitled him to every mark of our 
approbation, and we cannot help expreſſing our con- 
cern at being deprived of his ſervices; it is there- 
fore agreed that his abilities, and merits as an officer, 

be repreſented to our Honourable Maſters, and that 
his requeſt be referred to them. 3 


Signed by the Governor and Council of 
Fort St. George, 11th Sept. 1769. 


( 29 9. 
To Captain Calvert, commanding at Cor. 
Ae 18th,  1768—abour 10 P. M. 


Dear Sir, 


Have only time to thank you for your letter of this 
date, and the prudent meaſures you have taken to 
fruſtrate the deſigns of the enemy. 1 beg you will 


tender my acknowledgements to Mr. Auſtin for the 
ood conduct with which he executed that infor, 


piece of ſervice. 


I am, Dear S-18, 


Your very obedient Servant, 


JOSEPH SMITH. 


Lieutenant Auſtin was under Capt. Calvert's com- 


mand, and executed very properly what he had plan'd, 
for which he recommended him to General Smith, as 
he always loved to give praiſe where it was due, and 
never would take to himſelf what belonged to another. 


council from General Smith and others, all trending to 
acknowledge his abilities in the various branches of the 
military art, but he flatters himſelf he has inſerted 


proofs enough to ſhew that his ſervices have been con- 


liderable, from which he humbly preſumes to hope 
* con ſidered, together with the memorial he 2 


He has many other letters from the governor and 
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; poſes to deliver in, will be ſufficient to des you, 
| Gentlemen, to re- inſtate him in his former rank and 


Ration,” . | | | 


DO hereby certify that Captain Calvett's military 
1 conduct while under my command has given me 


h much ſatisfaction: That at the battle of Trenomally, 
| and in the defence of Amboor, he diſtinguiſhed him- 
elf as a brave and good officer, and the battalion of 
. ſepoys which he commanded became remarkable for 
their improvements in diſcipline, and abilities as 


ſoldiers. 
. IosEpH SMITH, 
[8 Fort St. George, Brigadier General, and com- 
[ the rthof  mander in chief of the forces on 
1 pril, 1770. - the coaſt of Choromandel. 


7 RIT A 
\ NIC VM 


2 7 K N 
e ND 
WISE ES | 


. 


| 


— — — ñ — es Ge 


— 


